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Lesson 6. Basic Gospel Points 

Point # 5—Growth, Part 1, Areas of Growth 

 

Introduction:   

In this lesson we will begin learning about the fifth basic Gospel point, namely growth. 

 

Importance:   
After a person comes to know the Lord Jesus Christ, it is important that he continue to grow in 

Christ.  When a person believes and is baptized, that is the beginning of a life-long loving and 

growing relationship with the Triune God and with people.    

 

Goals:   

Through the study of this lesson, the students will: 

1. Be able to list the areas in which a Christian grows in Christ. 

2. Identify at least one area in which they want to grow in Christ, pray about it, and then 

through the power of the Holy Spirit determine what steps they will take to grow in that 

area. 
 

Outline: 

Introduction 

Seven Areas in which We Grow in Christ 

1. Going to church regularly 

2. Personal Bible reading 

3. Prayer  

4. Choice of close friends 

5. A life-style of Christian love 

6. Witnessing 

7. Trusting in God  

Conclusion 

 

     Teaching the Class Session: 

  

Discussion of the Homework Assignments: 

1. Are there any homework questions regarding the blanks you filled in and the words you 

underlined?  Who would like to read his answers? 

2. How did you answer the homework question, “In what areas does a person grow in 

Christ?”  [Teaching note:  Let the students express many different areas in which one 

grows in Christ before presenting them with the material of this lesson.] 

 

Introduction 

 

1. We continually grow in Christ   ╬Jn 15:5   

1) Who is speaking in this passage? [Jesus] 

2) Who is the vine?  [Jesus]  Who are the branches? [We are.] 

3) If branches are part of the vine, what do they naturally do?  [grow and bear fruit] 

4) This means that when we become Christians, it is natural for us to grow in Christ. 

5) Is this a constant growth process throughout a Christian’s life?  [yes] 

2. ╬ Col 1:11a  ╬Php 4:13  Who enables us to grow as Christians through the Word and the 

sacraments?  [Christ Himself] 
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3. Except for Lessons 6, 7, and 8, we will not be studying about growth in Christ in this 

module.  That will be covered in a future module called “Discipling a New Christian.” 

1) Each time the growth point is mentioned, not all seven ways to grow in Christ need to 

be shared.     

2) Usually just one or two ways to grow in Christ should be shared with a new believer at 

any one time.  This is because a new Christian normally starts growing in only one or 

two areas. 

 

Seven Areas in Which We Grow in Christ  

 
[Teaching note:  As you teach each of the seven areas in which a Christian grows, write that 

point on the blackboard.] 

 
1. Church life   

     ╬Heb 10:25  According to this verse, what is one area in which a person can grow in  

     Christ?  [church life] 

1) When we go to church we grow closer to God and to our fellow Christians, and we 

receive strength and guidance for the coming days.  Look at the picture of the fire in 

your textbooks.  ►Seven Areas in Which We Grow in Christ  (picture of a 

fireplace--page__) 

a. What has happened to the piece of coal which has fallen away from the fire?  [It 

has grown cold.] 

b. What happens when a person stays away from church and Christian fellowship?  

[The person’s life in Christ grows cold.]  

c. How might this cooling down show itself in the person’s daily life?  [Possible 

answers: He may lose interest in reading the Bible, in praying, in his desire to 

win other people for Christ, etc.] 

                  

2) What do we do at church?   

a. ╬Gal 3:27 [be baptized] 

b. ╬Ac 2:46 [take Holy Communion together] 

c. ╬Ac 3:19, 1Jn 1:9 [receive assurance of the forgiveness of our sins] 

d. ╬Ac 16:32 [hear the Word of the Lord] 

e. ╬Ps 100:2 [serve the Lord with gladness] 

f. ╬Ac 12:12 [pray together] 

g. ╬Col 3:16a [teach and admonish one another in all wisdom] 

h. ╬Ps 75:1 [give thanks] 

i. ╬Ps 95:1 [sing]   

j. [praise the Lord]  [Teaching note:  BEFORE GIVING THE ANSWER, have five 

students each look up one of the following five verses.] 

a) ╬Ps 146:1 

b) ╬Ps 147:1 

c) ╬Ps 148:1 

d) ╬Ps 149:1 

e) ╬Ps 150:1 

 

[Teaching note: When the five students have found the verses, have them count the 

first 8 characters of their verses.  Next have them all read these 8 characters 
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together. The first 8 characters of each first verse of Ps 146 to 150 are the same.  

They all say “Praise the Lord.”  When the students read, they will all be reading in 

unison, “Praise the Lord.” 

 

Now have the same six students look at the LAST 8 characters of the LAST verse 

of each of these Psalms, namely ╬Ps 146:10,  ╬Ps 147:20,  ╬Ps 148:14,  ╬Ps 

149:9, and ╬Ps 150:6.  This time have them read the LAST 8 characters of these 

verses together.  The last 8 characters of each last verse of Psalms 146 to 150 are 

also the same.  They all say, “Praise the Lord.”  When the students read, they will 

all be reading in unison, “Praise the Lord.”  In church we praise the Lord together.] 

 

2. Personal Bible reading   

╬Col 3:16a—According to this verse, what is another area in which a person grows in 

Christ?  [personal Bible reading] 

1) Where might new Christians start reading in the Bible?  [Teaching note: Let the 

students express different opinions before continuing with the lesson.] 

 

2) If the person to whom you are witnessing has never heard of Christ, one place you 

might have him start reading is the book of Mark.  The book of Mark is easier reading 

than the other Gospels, and it does not begin by getting into deep theology or 

genealogies which are difficult for the new believer to understand.   

 

3) Why is it NOT wise to have someone who has never read the Bible to start with 

Genesis and read straight through the Bible?  [Possible answer: If he does that, he will 

get confused in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, etc. when he reads about 

laws that he does not understand.] 

 

4) What are some reasons that it is not wise for a person to simply open the Bible 

anywhere, point to a verse, and then believe that God is using that verse to tell him 

what to do?  [Teaching note: Let the students give any answers before continuing with 

the following information.] 

a. ╬2Ti 2:15  What should we handle very carefully when we teach it?  [the Word of 

truth] 

a) Is it right to just pull any verse out of context and use it as we want?  [no] 

b) Is it right to use the Bible as a magical book to mystically open and point to any 

verse for guidance?  [no] 

b. If a person uses the Word of God like that, he may think he is supposed to do 

something that is wrong.  For example: 

a) The story is told of a person who wanted to know what he should do about his 

problem.  He decided to open the Bible to learn what people in the Bible did 

when they had a problem.  He closed his eyes, opened the Bible, and pointed.  

He happened to point to the last part of  ╬Mt  27:5.   

b) What does the last part of this verse say?  [“He went and hanged himself.”] 

c) The person thought he must have pointed to the wrong verse, since the verse 

talked about Judas hanging himself.  Again he closed his eyes, opened the Bible, 

and pointed to another verse, namely ╬Lk 10:37.   

d) What does the last part of this verse say?  [“And Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 

likewise.’”] 

e) Indeed, to rely on such a method of getting God’s guidance is not trustworthy. 
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3. Prayer   

╬I Th 5:17  According to this verse, what is another area in which a person grows in 

Christ?  [prayer]  Listed below are some of the things that may be included in our prayers.  

After reading each passage, tell what it says may be included when we pray.     

1) ╬Ps 51:1-4  [repentance and asking for forgiveness] 

a. ╬1Jn 1:8-9  After we believe and are baptized, will we sin again?  [yes]  When we 

sin, what should we do?  [ask for God’s forgiveness] 

b. This means that the Christian life is a life of continual repentance.  We ask God 

again and again to forgive us. 

2) ╬Eph 5:20  [thanksgiving]  Note the difference between thanksgiving and praise.  For 

what do we thank God?  [material and spiritual blessings] 

3) ╬Ps 150:1-6  [praise]  For what do we praise God?  [for Who He is, that is—His 

attributes such as eternal, unchangeable, almighty, omniscient, omnipresent, sinless, 

just, faithful, good, merciful, gracious, love, etc.] 

4) ╬2Th 3:1a  [intercession, that is— praying for others] 

5) ╬1Pe 5:7  [petition, that is—praying for our own needs] 

 

4. Choice of close friends 

1) ╬2Co 6:14  What is one explanation of the term “to be mismated” with unbelievers?  

[Possible answer: marry an unbeliever] 

2) What kind of friends should a new Christian choose?  [those who will help him in his 

Christian walk] 

3) ╬2Co 6:17a  What does this verse tell a new Christian to do about the non-Christians 

in his life who tempt him to do wrong?  [disassociate himself from them until he is 

strong enough in Christ so that he will not be tempted by them, but rather can witness 

to them] 

4) According to these verses in 2 Corinthians, should a Christian carefully choose his 

close friends and associates? [yes!!!] 

5) What people might be included in “our close friends or associates”? [Possible 

answers: spouse, business partner, best friends] 

6) ╬1Co 7:12-13  Should a person disassociate himself from his spouse when he 

becomes a Christian?  [no—Of course he should remain married to his spouse.] 

 

5. A lifestyle of Christian love  

1) ╬Ro 13:8  How do we fulfill the law?  [by loving our neighbor] 

2) ╬Ro 5:5b  From where does the love come?  [God]  It is God Himself Who fills a 

person’s heart with His love and enables him to love others.   

3) A new Christian should not be given a big, long list of  “don’ts”, such as: don’t 

gamble, don’t gossip, don’t commit adultery, etc.  As he grows in Christ, he will not 

want to do the things that offend God or others.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

he will want to show love toward people. 

 

6. Witnessing 

1) ╬ Mt 4:19  Who is speaking in this verse?  [Jesus]   

2) What does it mean to be fishers of men?  [Just as a fisherman tries to catch fish, we, as 

Christians, try to get more people to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.] 
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3) According to this verse, what is another area in which a person grows in Christ?  [in 

witnessing] 

4) Give examples of how a new Christian can actively witness to his non-Christian 

friends.  [Possible answers: 

a. [invite them to church activities] 

b. [give them Bibles] 

c. [tell them about Christ] 

 

7. Trusting in God  

╬Ro 8:28  According to this verse, what is another area in which a person grows in 

Christ?  [trusting in God that He will work everything together for good] 

1) Once a person becomes a Christian does this mean that he will have no problems in 

life, and everything will go smoothly?  [no] 

2) What is different about a Christian when he faces problems?  [Possible answers:   

a. [A Christian knows that the true God will always be there to guide and strengthen 

him, and to make all things work together for good—no matter how bad the 

circumstances.] 

b. [A Christian will have peace even in the midst of trouble.] 

 

Conclusion 

 

1. What are the seven areas in which a Christian grows in Christ?  [church life, personal 

Bible reading, prayer, choice of close friends, a life-style of Christian love, witnessing, 

and trusting in God] 

 

2. We should never have the false idea that because Jesus died for us, He is wanting us to do 

all the things listed under growing in Him to “pay Him back” for what He has done for us.   

We could never pay Him back for His suffering eternal hell for us.   

1) He does NOT say as a songwriter says,  

I gave my life for you, what have you done for Me? 

我舍我命为你, 你舍何事为我? 

I left it all for thee, Hast thou left aught for Me? 

我弃诸福为你, 你弃何福为我? 

I suffered much for thee, what canst thou bear for Me? 

我受多苦为你, 你受何苦为我? 

Jesus endured the pain on the cross because He wanted to have us forever in heaven 

with Him, not because He wanted something from us.  When we grow in Christ, it is 

good for us and gives us joy, as we will see later in this lesson. 

2) ╬Heb 12:2  What joy did Jesus anticipate that made Him willing to endure suffering 

and death on the cross?  [the joy of seeing us saved] 

a. ╬Ps 116:15  Why is the death of one of God’s saints precious in His sight?  

[because He sees that person enter the joy of eternal life with Him] 

b. ╬Lk 15:10  When a person repents, what is experienced in Heaven?  [joy] 

 

3. Though it is true that we can never “pay Jesus back” for all that He has done for us, yet at 

the same time we do naturally grow as Christians and want to do what is pleasing to the 

Lord because we love Him.   
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1) We grow in response to His love.  ╬2 Co 5:14-15  According to this verse, what 

compels us to want to live our lives not for ourselves, but for the Lord Jesus Christ?  

[Christ’s love]   

2) We grow because we are in Him.  ╬Jn 15:5  What example does Jesus use to show 

that we grow because we live in Him?  [vine and branches] 

 

4. As a result of being close to Christ and growing in Him, we experience love and joy.   

1) ╬Jn 15:9-10  Because our relationship with Him is close, we remain in His love.  We 

show that we are living in Him by obeying what?  [His commandments]   

2) ╬Jn 15:11   As a result of obeying His commandments and remaining in His love, 

what do we experience?  [fullness of joy]  ╬Ps 16:11  What does this verse also say 

that we experience when we are close to God?  [fullness of joy and pleasures for 

evermore] 

 

Homework Assignments:  
Let us read the Homework Assignments together, ►Lesson 6, Homework Assignment: 1. & 2 

(page__). 

[Teaching note:  Homework Assignment 2. does not need to be handed in, but you should be 

ready to discuss it with any of the students who wish to do so.] 

 

Answers for Lesson 6 

 

Introduction: (page__) 

 

Seven Areas in Which We Grow in Christ (page__) 

 

       1.   

 

   

 

  

 

2. 

 

   3.  

 

4.      

 

5.   

 

6.        

 

7.   

       

 

Conclusion (page__) 

 

   

1) be baptized 2) take Holy Communion together 3) receive assurance of the 

forgiveness of our sins 4) hear the Word of the Lord 5) serve the Lord with gladness 

6) pray together 7) teach and admonish one other in all wisdom 8) give thanks 9) sing 

10) praise the Lord 

Mark, not, verse 

vine, grow 

die, sinner, God, joy 

church, Jesus Christ 

Christian, God, good 

love, “don’ts,” change 

Repentance and asking for forgiveness, Thanksgiving, Petition 

business, spouse 


